DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

she was the centre of critical eyes, which watched her
very closely.   Bismarck was still at the German Em-
bassy in Paris, and was not in office at Berlin for four
years yet, but he saw her there soon after her marriage,
and was at once aware from his own observation and
from what he heard that she was prejudiced against
him because of his " alleged anti-English feelings,"
His verdict, however, was conditionally favourable
and agreed with the general impression*   He did
justice to her charm and intelligence, he noted with
equal justice that she was not clever at concealing
her real sentiments, and he wrote to General Gcrlach :
" If the Princess can leave the Englishwoman at home
and become a Prussian, she may be a blessing to the
country,"   But to leave the Englishwoman at home
was just what the Princess could not bring herself to
do, and what her parents would not permit.   Her
father continued his tutorial offices, writing to her
every week long letters of advice, which could not
have tended to Prussianize her :   he told her that if
her path of life was not always smooth, she must take
such trials as designed to strengthen her mind and
cc not to be seduced by familiarity into approval of
that which, while it was unfamiliar, the reason could
not recognize as good or fitting."   In fact she must
not adapt herself to new ways.   To her mother she
wrote, as desired, every day of her life.

This policy of not leaving her alone was the worst
possible : the Queen wished to exercise over her the
old maternal authority, and the Prince backed that
up by telling her : c* Your place is that of your hus-
band's wife and your mother's daughter. You will
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